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INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to the enchanting Adelaide Plains, a region brimming with natural beauty, 
vibrant colours, and a rich tapestry of cultures.  Whether you are a long-term resident, a 
newcomer, or a curious tourist, there’s something here for everyone to enjoy and explore. 

The Adelaide Plains offer an array of stunning landscapes, from the rugged coastlines that 
meet the crashing waves of the sea, to the gentle rolling hills that beckon you to wander. 
Flat plains stretch out as far as the eye can see, dotted with rocky outcrops and crisscrossed 
by intermittent flowing streams and rivers.  This diverse topography provides a perfect 
backdrop for countless outdoor adventures and picturesque views that change with the 
seasons. 

However, the beauty of Adelaide Plains goes beyond its landscapes.  It’s a region painted 
with vibrant colours throughout the year.  In autumn, the area is ablaze with rich hues of 
red, orange, and yellow.  Sunrises and sunsets here are nothing short of spectacular, 
painting the sky in a riot of colours that will leave you in awe.  After the winter rains, the 
land bursts into a lush green, offering a refreshing and rejuvenating sight.  Come harvest 
time, the fields turn into a soft tapestry of yellows and browns, signalling the bounty of the 
season. 

Now with the use of modern technology the Plains Community Group {PCG} committee is 
discovering the extensive history of this incredible area and its people – their resilience and 
remarkable work ethic.  It will pleasantly surprise you. 

The Adelaide Plains are also a testament to multiculturalism and community spirit.  Over 
the years, this area has become a melting pot of cultures, each contributing to the vibrant 
mosaic that makes up the local community.  As you explore the region, you’ll encounter a 
delightful mix of traditions, cuisines, and festivities that reflect the diverse backgrounds of 
its residents. 

So, why not be a tourist in your own backyard?  Within just a 20-
minute drive, you can discover an array of events and activities that you won’t find in the 
city.  Whether you’re into exploring nature, participating in local festivals, or simply 
enjoying the scenic beauty, the Adelaide Plains offers unique experiences that cater to all 
interests. 

Join us on this journey through the Adelaide Plains, and uncover the hidden gems and 
delightful surprises that await you.      

 
Raelene Schwerdt      Anna White  
Long-time Resident &         President 
Committee Member        Resident 
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WELCOME 
 

Hello & Welcome to our Adelaide Plains.   

It is so nice to greet and acknowledge new residents and visitors to our 
unique and very fast-growing area, which is steeped in history, exceptional landscapes, 
radiant colours, extraordinary sunrises and sunsets, brilliant night skies, entertaining 

community activities, noteworthy characters and long-term residents. 
 

Please read this booklet carefully to find out more about what 
our region has to offer and where to find it.  No matter what you're 

interested in - exploring our natural wonders, delving into our history, participating in 
community activities or just chatting with the local citizens - there's definitely something 

here for you. 
 

It is truly hoped you will celebrate and savour your new life and/or visit here  

participating in all it has to offer. 

       ENJOY. 
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ADELAIDE PLAINS 
 

Adelaide Plains forms part of Kaurna Country. European settlement commenced as part of 
the European settlement of South Australia from 1836.   
 
The Adelaide Plains of South Australia is an area filled with  
lush green fields and rolling hills. It is one of the most 
picturesque regions in the state, covering an area of over 
5,000 square miles. From hiking trails to wildlife reserves, 
there's something for everyone in this beautiful region. 
 
The Adelaide Plains Council area is made up of several 
unique, interesting areas full of things to see and do for 
everyone – young and old alike. 
 
It consists of a largely rural region along the Gulf St Vincent, 
covering a total area of approximately 926 km². The council seat and chambers lie at 

Mallala, with an administration also in Two Wells. 
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Agriculture and Horticulture abound on the Plains from broadacre farming 

to market gardening.  Broadacre agriculture sees huge cereal crop farms – wheat, barley, 
lentils being the prime drops grown on rolling hills throughout the plains. 
 

Key hydroponic crops include tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplants and lettuce. Tree crops are 
also a common feature of the Northern Adelaide Plains with both almonds and olives 
growing throughout the region. The almond trees line local roads and, when in full bloom, 
provide stunning scenery. 
 

Penfield Grove Olives are 100% Australian grown, in the fruitful Adelaide Plains. The 
best olives are picked and prepared using traditional family recipe giving the best tasting 
olive.  
 

Verdale Olive Estate is on Bailey Road Two Wells where you can join the owners in a 
relaxed and unique setting whilst possibly enjoying free tastings of their national award-
winning olives, dips and olive oil.  New café will be opening soon 
for weekend enjoyment – for more information please check 
out the new website on www.verdaleoliveestate.com.au or 
call Zac on 0422 743 345 or Andrew on 04403 321 474. 
 

Almonds - Early in the settlement of South Australia, 
the climate was recognised as being suitable for almond 
production.  By the early 1900s, commercial almond 
production was spread across the Adelaide Plains.  As 
Adelaide expanded, plantings subsequently expanded on 
the Northern Adelaide Plains {Virginia, Two Wells, Angle 
Vale} in the 1960s/70s. 
 

Costa Brothers hullers & shellers – the family has been growing 
produce on the Adelaide Plains since the 1940’s, a young Don Costa first setting up a 5-acre 
patch of almonds at the back of his Angle Vale property.  By the 70’s Don had pioneered 
mechanical harvesting and utilised a new style irrigation system to increase his almond 
yields remarkably.  It wasn’t long until he’d established his very own commercial almond 
processing facility. 
 

Vegetable Farming -Large farm companies such as Nichols and Mitolo Family Farms 
contribute greatly to the overall vegetable production on the plains, with carrots and 
potatoes being the main items grown.   
 

Market Gardening Our Adelaide Plains farms are set in the renowned food bowl region  
         of South Australia.  Here is where market gardens and grazing pastures meet. The 

Adelaide Plains are home to many of South 
Australia’s fresh produce growers, with 

fields and greenhouses as far as the eye 
can see.  Renowned for its market 
gardening due to its growing climate,  
    rich loam soils.  The freshest 

seasonal produce is virtually at your 
doorstep.  This creates a true gate-to-plate 

experience. 

Among the many market gardens is Rainbpw Fresh a family-owned business.  The 
Giangregorio family have been primary producers on the plains at Lewiston since the 1970s 
and have specialised in gourmet lettuces since the 1990s. 

rainbowfresh.com.au/recipes 
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There are also numerous chicken/egg farms on the plains.  Dion and Anne Andary’s 
endeavour into the egg industry was a continuation of a family operation begun in the late 
1950s with Anne’s parents who owned about 400 chickens in Alma, South Australia.  In 

order to identify their business, the name D.A.Y.S. Eggs was created, which originated 
from names of the family – Dion, Anne and their two daughters Yasmine and Sarah.   
 
They offer a variety of egg farming systems that provide for a range of animal welfare and 
egg quality outcomes.  They also ensure the accessibility of eggs as a nutrient dense and 
affordable protein for all SA families. 
 

Their hens have the luxury of foraging through olive 
groves and shady tree plantings amongst beautiful 

state-of-the-art housing.   

The range areas are managed by regular applications 
of locally grown straw in the form of round or square 
bales. This doubles as a valuable enrichment to the 

pastures and creates an interest for the hens to fossick 
and scratch around in. 

 

 Tomatoes 
The largest tomato growing operation is by Perfection Fresh in Two Wells.  This state-of-
the-art sustainable glasshouse facility, built over five stages, is the largest of its type in the 
southern hemisphere, spanning 43 hectares. 
 

Flowers 
Numerous flower growers abound on the plains the main ones found in Two Wells – being 

Two Wells Flowers and MB Flowers.  Both of whom supply florists throughout the state 
with beautiful blooms and floral arrangements.  You can buy flowers at their flower sheds. 
 

Bees/Honey 
And, of course where there are flowers, there are bees.  Three 

delicious honey companies in the Adelaide Plains, selling from 

their doors are the Rusty Bee Honey Company, The Plains 
Pantry and Korunye Honey.  At their bee apiaries in Korunye 
and Two Wells they are dedicated to preserving the art of 

traditional beekeeping.  All three producing the finest, all-
natural honey using sustainable methods.  Purchases of honey 

can be made at any three locations – check out their Facebook pages 
for more details. 

 

Viticulture  
On the peripheral of the Adelaide Plains 
Council area, in Virginia and Angle Vale wine 
growing and vineyards abound with the best 
known of these being Primo Estate and 
Virgara Wines. From the stunning 
mountain ranges of Southern Italy to the 
sprawling fertile soils of the Adelaide 
Plains, Virgara Wines is the culmination 
of a family’s dream; a dream which has 
spanned three generations. winecompanion.com.au/wineries/south-australia 

dayseggs.com/?doing_wp_cron
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ANIMALS 
This council has an animal husbandry zone.  Thus, what an array of animals, livestock can 
be found on the Adelaide Plains from, horses, dogs, cattle, birds – you name it, it’d 

probably here.  Consequently, animal feed stores abound with the Two Wells Pet and 
Fodder Store being the biggest.  Jackson Supplies in Reeves Plains also has a diverse 
range of goods. 
 

Birds – The Bird Sanctuary encompasses over 60km of 

coastline north of Adelaide, adjacent to Gulf St Vincent, 
spanning across four local council areas. Within the 

bird sanctuary sits the Adelaide  International 
Bird Sanctuary National Park — Winaityinaityi 
Pangkara. Winaityinaityi Pangkara means ‘a 
country for all birds and the country that sur-
rounds these birds’ in the language of the Kaur-
na people.   
 
The Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary 
boasts a large diversity of resident and 
migratory shorebirds, waterbirds and bush 
birds. The 60 kms of sanctuary coastline is the 
perfect place to catch a glimpse of these birds in a 
mix of habitats and is complemented by local 
beachside communities that take pride in 
conserving the walking trails and natural amenity of 
the bird watching sites. 
 
It is one of the key feeding and roosting sites for migratory birds who use the flyway each 
year.  Between September and March, up to 27,000 shorebirds gather across the Adelaide 
International Bird Sanctuary with more than 50 different species of migratory birds 
recorded. Birds fly from as far as Siberia and Alaska, passing through 22 countries. The 
area acts as a crucial habitat on this migratory route which is used by more than 5 million 
birds a year, 27,000 of which call Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary home. 
 
Just a 30 minute self-drive from Adelaide, a wonderful 
natural experience awaits you with two easily accessible 
gateways, north and south. 
 

Dogs – all types of dogs are bred out here, such as 

greyhounds, cavoodles, border collies – you name the 
breed and you can probably find a breeder out here.  
Besides breeding there are obedience classes as well 

as show and agility lessons.  Check out the Adelaide 
Plains Kennel & Obedience Club.  
 

There are Cat and Dog Kennels for housing your cats 
and dogs overnight or longer. 

 
 
 

 

facebook.com/AdelaidePlainsDogClub/ 

lindkin/garygoldsmith/ 
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Horses – an abundance of horse activities occur here: 

- Combined Driving 
- Trotting 

- Show Jumping & Dressage  
- Riding Trails 
- Vaulting 
- Breeding – Horses, Ponies, Miniature     
                 Horses 
- Therapy etc 

 
There are Equestrian Centres in Mallala and 

Reeves Plains. 

 
 
 

CAMPING 
Looking for a beautiful, safe area to park your RV, caravan or 
pitch your tent with ample power and facilities then there’s 
no beating the Mallala campground; the Parham 
campground and Middle Beach camping.  
 
Free camping can be found along the highway at Lower 
Light, Dublin and various other places along the highway 
and many places along the rivers – just take a look and you will 
find superb quiet, serene places to camp out. 
 

EVENTS 
Curious, creative, country-style activities abound on the Adelaide 
Plains from carnivals, fetes, sports to rodeos, memorials, BBQ 
bonanzas and parades.  The finest of these are the:  
 

Christmas Celebrations with all towns involved in the 
Twinkling lights competition – town trees being brightly lit 
for the month of December, plus houses, business, schools, 
churches, streets etc; Christmas parades {Two Wells}, town 
amusement parties {Mallala Lions Christmas Party}, 
Twinkling Trails for the children and Mrs Claus story-
telling.  
 

DO NOT miss this special time of the year.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 

google.com/search?q=horses+photos 
campingaustraliawide/10-camps 

Anna CTM White  

Anna CTM White  
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In April Mallala hosts the All Historic Mallala event, which is held at the Mallala 
Motorsport Park.    Historic motor racing enthusiasts are treated to an edition of the largest 
Sporting Car Club of South Australia {SCCSA} event of the year with huge fields gearing up 
for SCCSA Autosport All Historic. 
  
The running of the event sees an outstanding field of competitors spread across different 
categories in action.  
  
First held in 1982, the event celebrates a wide range of historic racing cars which date back 
to almost an entire century and are accommodating to fans of all tastes.  
 

FAMOUS PEOPLE 
Many a well-known &/or international sportsperson has grown up on the Adelaide Plains.  
These include: 
 Danny & John Kah – national speed skaters 

{Danny retired from speedskating in 1994 but still 
holds the national records on the 5,000 and 10,000 
metres} 

 Wayne Prior – state/national cricketer 
 Bobby Hogg – international soccer player 
 Joshua & Andrew Scott – national in-line & ice  

hockey players  
 Michael Bryant – 8 x national speed  

     skating champion 
 Dexter Warren – International World  

     Junior UTV champion 
 
 Other notable persons who were born or  
 bred on the Adelaide Plains include: 

• James Park Woods – Victoria Cross  
Recipient 

• Annabel Crabb – TV compere; 
Journalist; Cook Book Author 

• Robert Skinner – Author 

• Adam Ludewig – finalist The Voice 
 

vcgca.org/our-people/profile/801 

youtube.com/c/AdamLudewigVlogs/videos 

rspncricinfo.com/cricketers/wayne-prior 
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FOOD 
There is an abundance of very respectable, 

country-style hotels in most of the townships, offering liquid 
beverages to quench any thirst, accompanied by stories from weary 
travellers, long-time residents, farmers and many a tall fishing tale 
from the many local fishermen.  
 

The food in these 
establishments is 

delicious, bountiful 
and comparable price-wise.  The most 
talked about hotel being the Lower Light 
pub found on the Port Wakefield Road. 
However, the Dublin Hotel, Mallala Pub and the Two 
Wells Tavern all serve well received meals. 
 

Cafes abound in most of the larger towns with Sharone’s Cakes & Things in 
Dublin having exceptionally fresh and yummy meals and 

snacks.    
 

The Mallala Café is where you can also enjoy an 
exquisite hot cuppa. 
 

The Two Wells Bakery is renowned for its delicious 
pies & pasties, excellent customer service, as well as its 

magnificent pastries.  Stop by for the best in the state, many 
of a traveller and truck driver can attest – well worth the detour. 

publocation.com.au/pubs/sa/lower-light 

facebook.com/sharonescakesaremadetoorderfresh 

ebay.com.au/itm/302946642965 

realestate.com.au/news/abc-presenter 

facebook.com/lowerlighthotel 



Oh and by the way, did you know it is believed to be haunted?? !!!! 
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HISTORY abounds in this area.  The Mallala and Districts Historical 
Committee was formed in 1968. Its collections grew rapidly, and in 1970, the Adelaide 
Plains Council purchased the heritage listed Old Mill building for the use of the committee 
as a museum. The State Heritage listed Old Flour Mill, was erected in 1878.  The museum 
holds a set of three original Mill plans, that form part of an interpretative display telling the 
history of the mill. This is the story of the district’s early hardships, poor transport and 
isolation, plus self- reliance needed for a small community to prosper.  This forms a major 

exhibition space at the Mallala Museum. The southern gallery of the museum, houses a 
range of displays that expand on the life of a small country community.  These displays 
highlight the local government, business and social activities, and the hardships faced by 
those who first settled in the area. Photographs, memorabilia and documents detail 
families, sport, social and service organisations that formed the backbone of local life. 
 

facebook.com/TwoWellsBakery 

twowellsbakery.com 

restaurantguru.com/Two-Wells 



The Northern gallery and pastoral shed contain the agricultural displays of farm 
machinery, and includes a blacksmith forge, penny farthing and REO 

Speedwagon Fire Engine. In the courtyard the Long 
Plains School room has been relocated, and now 

houses the artifacts and archives that tell of 
the educational history of the district.  

 
The Old Mill building contains a 
comprehensive display of the military and 
service history of the district.  
Interpretative displays relate the stories 
of local involvement, from the Boer War, 

through the two World Wars, to the peace 
keeping activities of more recent times.  Of 

particular interest are our significant displays 
of the District’s RAAF connections, which includes 
the role of the RAAF No 6 Service Flight Training 
School, and the interaction between the base 
and community.  The No. 6 Service Flying 
Training School (6SFTS) was formed at Mallala 
in 1941 and has had a lasting impact on the 

township.  A total of 2257 trainees graduated 
before the unit ceased on 31 December 1945. 

 

The two wells are two natural and permanent 
waterholes just west of the main street of the township of 

Two Wells – the arched entrance sign to the park can be seen from the Adelaide to Port 
Augusta Highway that now runs past the town.  It is believed that      
the two wells were deepened to provide water for the bullock that were herded in great 
numbers from Adelaide to go north. The two wells were an overnight stop and watering 
hole for the livestock.  Legend has it that the horses refused to drink from a well that cattle 
drank from. So, the other well had to be put into use.  The wells can be reached via a 
footpath from the Village Green or from the Wells Road. 
 

 
 

 
 
Two Wells Soldier Memorial Park – 
 

Adelaide Plains Council Website 

facebook.com/photo.php?bid=733372828304823 



This place is special and very peaceful. There are memorials to the greater wars of the past 
and individual remembrance stones to those that served and lost their lives in 
the modern era; also a 
memorial to the dogs 
that saved so many a 
life but lost theirs.  
Adjacent to the 
memorials are six 
superb flagpoles, 
an army tank, and 
beautifully 
maintained rose 
gardens. 
 

 

 

What do a rat, a cockroach, and a fly all 
have in common?   Well, they’re all commonly found in 

and around rubbish dumps…………. 
 

But Dublin’s super-sized versions 
formed part of an imaginative collection of scrap 
metal sculptures created and built by Stephen 
Jones, not for art’s sake, but to protest a 
controversial state government decision to build a 
dump in Dublin. Despite protests, the dump became 
a reality.  Several years down the track these quirky 

landmarks were still attracting plenty of attention. 
 

They have lately been 
rehoused for repair or 

refurbishment.  If this proves too 
difficult a ‘memorial’ type facility with photos  
and narrative by the artist may be the perfect option and 
should again be situated in Dublin, but in a more accessible 
viewing area. 
 
 

INDUSTRY 
A multitude of different industries can be found on the 
plains relating to agriculture, viticulture, horticulture and fishing.  
The most prominent of these is transport. A whole variety of trucking companies reside in 
the Adelaide Plains Council area including TML, Lewiston Haulage, Calomba Transport 
just to name a few.  Supporting companies such as Freightmaster Semi-Trailers and 
Sharmans Engineering also have a huge presence. 
 
Other industries and occupations include construction, building and real estate {including 
Harcourts, Hickinbotham, Ray White Two Wells and UR {Urban Rural} } 

 
 
LANDSCAPE 

vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/6440 

flickrl 



 

As a floodplain the district is dissected by the Light River and the Gawler River, both of 
which pass through the rich fertile plains. 
 
With large areas of rural and horticultural land, Adelaide. Plains Council also has a large 
tidal coastal region {47 kilometres of coast} facing the Gulf of St Vincent. 
 

The Coastal Areas, including Middle Beach, Thompson’s Beach and Parham to 

name a few, provide recreational outlets for both locals and visitors.  Boating, fishing, 
camping and all matter of sights to view.  Fishermen are often observed wading in the 
shallows looking for a catch of whiting or groups of people looking for a fun day out are 
often seen with rake in hand searching for our famous Blue Swimmer Crab.  
 

The Bird Sanctuary 
encompasses over 60km of 
coastline north of Adelaide, 
adjacent to Gulf St Vincent, 
spanning across four local 
council areas. Within the 
bird sanctuary sits the 
Adelaide International 
Bird Sanctuary National 
Park — Winaityinaityi 
Pangkara. Winaityinaityi 
Pangkara means ‘a country 
for all birds and the coun-
try that surrounds these 
birds’ in the language of 
the Kaurna people.   
 

The Rocks Reserve is 
on Kain Road, Barabba.  It is set along the Light River, Rocks Reserve is a peaceful spot to 
spend the day with the family – wandering on the rocks, checking out all the flora and 
fauna and meandering along the river.  Picnic in the sheltered area {toilets nearby}. 
 

Dublin Parklands 
Situated on North Terrace, Dublin it is protected under a Heritage Agreement to protect 
and conserve the flora and fauna of the area, Dublin Parklands has two species of native 
orchids and other native plants local to the area.  There are trails for you to explore and 
traverse.  
 

Dublin Lions Park 
Sixth Street, Dublin is a great stop off point for travellers and residents alike. Have a bite to 
eat and stretch the legs.  There are toilets, shelter, BBQ area, turf section, lovely gardens 
and even an easy dump point. 
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Lewiston Trails/Wetlands 
At 179 Dawkins Road, Lewiston there is a 14 kilometre return trek throughout the Lewiston 
area whether by 2 or 4 legs or peddle power.  This area features:  

thompsonbeach.sa.au/news/ 



Trails, Wetlands, Flora and Fauna, Shade, Toilets – at the playground and ample Parking. 
 

Camel Reserve 
There are several access points to Camel Reserve – {Hayman Road, James Road, Gawler-
Two Wells Road, Louisa Road and Wirramulla Road, Lewiston} - Formally Camel Road it 
served as the route for the Camel trains that traversed from the north of the state to 
Adelaide.  Here you will find remnant grasses and vegetation, flora, fauna and trails. 
 

Baker Road Wetlands in Lewiston sits adjacent to the Gawler River.  The wetland is 

a haven for birds and other wildlife.  It has plenty of shade and is ideal for bird watching.  
Check out the flora and fauna while you’re there. 
 

East Reserve 
On Dublin Road, Mallala this lovely reserve is adjacent to the Mallala Museum.  It is a 
brilliantly, well shaded area to enjoy the open fresh air.  It is turfed, has plenty of shade and 
seating.  Perfect for taking a well-deserved break, enjoying lunch or just chilling out 
reading a good book.  
 

Australia Remembers Park 
A quiet, pleasant little park on Wasleys Road right next to the Mallala Post Office.  It hosts 
lots of shade from the many planted trees and plenty of seating for the weary walker or just 
for pondering.  There is a path that meanders through the park from one major road to 
another. 
 

MUSIC 
If music is your thing there are many a town band or singing group in the area – call the 
local council to find out what and where these groups exist. 
 

Adelaide Plains Male Voice Choir is a Choir in Owen, Australia.  APMVC is a group 
based in Owen, in South Australia.  A genial group of men who enjoy performing for 
community functions and charitable events, and anywhere! 
 

Sing Australia accepts that everyone can 
sing and it makes no judgement on how 

well that happens. It is inclusive and 
welcoming of everyone.  Sing 

Australia is a network of 
community singing groups across 
the country.  If you are so 
inclined, there is a Sing Australia 
group in nearby Gawler. 
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SPORTING ACTIVITIES 
For those who require a bit of exercise, what 

about a round of golf??  The Two Wells 
Golf Club is an eighteen {18} hole, 70 Par 
course just 7 minutes from the township.  
There is a licensed bar in a clubhouse, with 
a friendly relaxed atmosphere.  Men and 
Women memberships welcome.  Open 
every Sunday from April til October.  
Come try it out – you’ll enjoy yourself.  
 
 

Mallala Motorsport Park is the 
historical home of motorsport in South Australia.  The Mallala Race circuit, {as it was 
called} was established on the site of the former RAAF Base.  The land was purchased in 
1961 at public auction, by enthusiasts seeking to replace the Port Wakefield circuit.  The 
Mallala circuit is booked almost year-round with club sprints, go-kart and motorcycle race 
meets, historic meetings, drifting, SA police training, motor racing schools and ‘driving 
experiences’. 
 

In April, Mallala hosts the All-Historic Mallala event is held at 
the Mallala Motorsport Park.    Historic motor 

racing enthusiasts are treated to an edition of 
the largest Sporting Car Club of South 
Australia {SCCSA} event of the year with huge 
fields gearing up for SCCSA Autosport All 
Historic.   The running of the event sees an 
outstanding field of competitors spread across 

different categories in action.  
 

 

First held in 1982, the event celebrates a wide range of historic racing cars 
which date back to almost an entire century and are accommodating to fans of all tastes.  
 
As South Australia's best reviewed Skydiving 

experience, Adelaide Skydiving Centre 
Pty Ltd operates from the longest 
established and the most spectacularly 
beautiful drop zone in South Australia, 
just north of Two Wells.  They teach 
the most advanced skydiving available 
world-wide and regularly run solo 
skydiving courses as well as Tandem 
Skydiving.  
 
After skydiving, adrenalin and hunger will 
be high so head to the very best bakery in 
South Australia – the Two Wells Bakery, with 
authentic, tasty pies, the best Cornish pasties ever,  
yummy sweet treats, good, hot coffee and friendly staff.      

 14. 
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Football, Netball, Tennis, Cricket, Softball 
Every country sport such as Australian rules football, netball, tennis, cricket and softball in 
abundance throughout the whole area, so if these are of interest to 
you, please check out your local town’s availability. 
 

However, do not be restricted to these sports alone.  Many 
a well-known &/or international sportsperson has grown up 
on the Adelaide Plains.  These include: 
 Danny & John Kah – national speed skaters 
 Wayne Prior – state/national cricketer 
 Joshua & Andrew Scott – national inline & ice hockey players 
 Melissa Karutz – Australian Grand National rider 
 Carmen Bryant – artistic roller skater 
 Michael Bryant – 8 x national speed skating champion 
 Bobby Hogg – international soccer player 

 Tony Pethick – U/15 national golf  
champion 

 Tamzyn Dos Santos –  
           U/18 national  

   dragon-boat racing 
 Jayana Dos Santos – U/16  

     national dragon-boat  
      racing 

 Jarred Alman – SANFL 
                      footballer 

 Luke Barnett – SANFL player 
 

 
Lawn Bowls – quite popular on the plains with clubs and 
Bowling Greens in both Mallala and Two Wells.  The club in 
Mallala appears to even have a Barefoot Bowling Team. 
 
 

Walking Trails 
The Samphire Coast Shorebird Trails at Thompson Beach provide walks demonstrating the 
conservation significance of the area.  The Northern walk goes all the way to Bakers Creek 

{near Webb Beach} and the 
Southern Walk extends through 
to Third Creek.    Discover 
this 3.5-km loop trail near 
Lower Light, South 
Australia. Generally 
considered an easy route, it 
takes an average of 42 min 

to complete. This trail is great for 
hiking and walking, and it's unlikely you'll 

encounter many other people while exploring.  This track 
combines the Third Creek Trail, one of the Samphire Coast Shorebird Trails, with a beach 
walk on Thompson Beach. It is a paradise for birding, as there are around 40 different 
species of birds here and you can learn all about them throughout the track.  You can also 
learn about the flora, including the herb, samphire. 

walkingsa.org.au/walk/find-a-place-to-walk 
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Samphire Coast Trail in Middle Beach - Explore the unique habitat of this section of the 
coast. The trail meanders through the mangrove, following a chenier, which is an ancient 
sand dune from 4,000 to 6,000 years ago, out to a viewing point overlooking a creek.  This 
main part of the Trail is a self-guided walk that takes visitors on a journey of discovery 
through a mangrove and samphire ecosystem. 

The trail was constructed in 2000, but has suffered in more recent times from lack of 
maintenance. The trail itself and the boardwalk are easy to follow.  The interpretive signs 
have faded, and some are missing, but nonetheless they present an informative way to 
explore this unique coastal habitat. 

The trail begins from the Education Recreation Centre/Kiosk, in the carpark, beside the 
caravan park. Unfortunately, as at late 2017, the centre is closed and the area appears to be 
run down. The trail actually begins on the left side of the building, before reaching a gazebo 
and then heading out on a levee bank. However, standing in the carpark it would be easy to 
be left wondering where the trail might start. The trail is on the far side of the caravan park 
– which as at 2017 appears to be closed and in use as residential accommodation. From the 
carpark you can see the levee bank at the far end of the caravan park, and it isn’t too 
difficult to find the green rotunda where the trail can be walked from. 
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TOWNS 
The Adelaide Plains Council, which encompasses a total land area of about 930 
square kilometres, includes the towns and hamlets of Avon, Barabba, Calomba, Dublin, 
Fischer, Grace Plains, Korunye, Lewiston, Long Plains, Lower Light, Mallala, Middle 
Beach, Parham, Port Gawler, Redbanks, Reeves Plains, Thompson Beach, Two Wells, 
Webb Beach, Wild Horse Plains and Windsor.  

Avon – a tiny little hamlet with a District Hall and beautifully kept clean toilets behind. 

Barabba is in the Mid North region of South Australia, 
between Mallala and Hamley Bridge on the north bank of 
the Light River.  The name Barabba is derived from an 
Aboriginal word for an indigenous bull-rush plant. 

Barabba includes the former government town 
of Aliceburgh which was proclaimed in 1879 and named 
for Governor William Jervois' daughter Alice.  The town of 
Aliceburgh ceased to exist in 1897 and was resurveyed into 
larger workingmen's blocks.   

A Primitive Methodist 
Church opened in 1877.   The final 
service in the church was held in 
1967 and it has since been 
demolished.  

The Barabba post office operated 
from 1877 until 1971.  It operated 
from the school building until 1926.  
The school itself closed in 1960 and 

the building was destroyed by the 2015 Pinery bushfire.   
Today, there are two cairns standing on the sites of these original buildings, both reflecting 
better times. Meanwhile, 
over the road is an icon itself – a 1940's road sign that has 
been 'modernised' ever so slightly {in 1974} by the nailing of 
the kilometre markers over the top of the original mileage 
markers. 
 

Calomba is a rural locality situated in the Adelaide Plains 
Council.  The formal boundaries were established in 1997 for the long, 
established local name.  The place name presumably came 
from Trigonella suavissima, a native plant also known as calomba.  
 
It had a former railway siding, located between Mallala and Long Plains 
on the Adelaide-Port Augusta railway line.  The area was formerly known as Shannon, but 
the railway station was named Calomba at its opening in 1916. 
 
A postal receiving office at Calomba opened in April 1920, became a post office in January 
1921, and closed on 19 January 1975.  It shared a premises with the local store.  
 
The district had a school at Stoney Point junction.                                                        
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The town was severely damaged by a bushfire in 1948, with almost £100,000 worth of 
damage being incurred.  Three buildings in the main street were destroyed, including the 
post office and store; a church; homes and farm equipment were also lost.  
 
The Shannon Methodist Church was opened in 1872, closed in 1957 and demolished in 
1965. 
 

Dublin – one of the 19 places in the world named Dublin, the township of Dublin, South 
Australia was surveyed in 1873 and gazetted on April 13, 1876. 
 
The area known as the Hundred of Dublin was named by the 
Governor of South Australia, Sir Richard Graves MacDonnell.  
It was named after his birthplace, Dublin, the capital city of the 
Republic of Ireland.  When surveyed, the Hundred of Dublin 
covered an area of 91,520 acres and was officially proclaimed 
on May 22, 1856. 
 
Dublin is a small town on the Adelaide Plains, 61 kilometres 
{38 miles} north of the capital.  Situated on Highway 1, the 
town is surrounded by farmland and rural industry.  The 
area is home to a growing commuter population.  At 
the 2006 census, Dublin had a population of 241.  
 

The South Australian Livestock Exchange saleyards are located southeast of the 
township, replacing earlier saleyards closer to Adelaide 

at Gepps Cross in 1999 for sheep, lambs and 
pigs, and 2003 for cattle.  
 
There were two schools, one in the town and 
another at Stony Point junction.   The Stony 
Point School was on the corner of Dublin Road, 
Windsor Road and Shannon Road from 1876 to 
1906. The Dublin School was from 1881 to 1972.  
 
The Dublin Football Club amalgamated with 
Wild Horse Plains in 1921 and Long Plains to 
form United. 
 
Dublin is a reminder of an era when 60 
kilometres was a fair day’s horse or coach ride 
out of Adelaide.  Today, Dublin is a popular 
service stop for travellers heading to the nearby 
crabbing beaches or to and from the Yorke 
Peninsula. 
 
The town has a hotel, fuel, general store, post 
office agency, butcher, green grocer, chemist, 
café {Sharone’s Cakes and Supplies}, which has 
some oh so delicious treats and snacks.  Plus, 
there is a nice little park with picnic facilities. 
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Just south of the town was an 
imaginative static collection of 
large sculptures {constructed by 
Stephen Jones between 1998-
2000} that were built in protest 
of the government’s decision to 
build a waste facility.  Despite 
protests, the dump went ahead 
but these scrap metal 
sculptures, which attracted 
plenty of attention became 
quirky landmarks.  They have 
now been rescued and await 
repair, repositioning or a 
‘memorial’ type installation near 
the township. 

 

Fischer is located in the lower Mid North of South Australia between Gawler and Mallala.  
Its boundaries were set in 1997 to conform to the long-established local usage of the name.   
 

Like many places, the name draws from the 
early settlers that migrated 

from Prussia {Germany} in the middle of 
the 19th century to take up land grants in the 
new colony.  Britain and Prussia were at that 

time staunch allies, having combined to 
defeat the French armies of Napoleon at the 

Battle of Waterloo in 1815.  That era resulted in 
much of the British Royal family and South Australia 

being descendants from Prussian stock.   
 
The Fischer family settled the area after arrival on one of the early colonial ships.  By the 
20th century, the Fischer family was farming much of the area.  In the 1970s or 1980s the 
SA Government released a plan for the area to feature a new satellite city, to relieve the 
pressure on the expanding capital Adelaide, to the south.  The family farm of J H {Gordon} 
Fischer was subdivided and sold in smaller hobby farm allotments.  A number of the 
original farm structures remain. 
 
 

Grace Plains is a rural hamlet about 64 kilometres {40 miles} north of Adelaide.  It is 
divided between the Adelaide Plains Council and the Wakefield Regional Council. The 
formal boundaries were established in June 1997 for the long, established local name with 
respect of the section in the District Council of Mallala {now 
Adelaide Plains Council}; the portion in the Wakefield 
council was added in January 2000.   It is named after 
Grace Montgomery Farrell, widow of Rev C. B. Howard, 
the first South Australian Colonial Chaplain; she later 
married James Farrell, Dean of Adelaide.  
 
The first school started in 1865 in a building constructed 
to be both the school and the Primitive 
Methodist church.   Grace Plains School opened in 1894 and closed 
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in 1969.   It also had a Methodist {originally Bible Christian} Church, which opened in 
1868 and closed in 1971.   The church is now a private residence and the former school was 
destroyed in the 2015 Pinery bushfire.    
 
The former recreation reserve 'Moquet Lee' is located behind the church where there is also 
the Grace Plains cemetery.  
 
Grace Plains Post Office opened in October 1879 and closed on 3 April 1884.  It reopened 
on 22 September 1897 and closed on 30 September 1903.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Korunye is a locality beside the Adelaide-Crystal Brook rail line between Two 
Wells and Mallala.  The name is from that of the historic railway siding.  Korunye Railway 
Station.   South Australian historian Geoffrey Manning states that Korunye is from an 
indigenous word meaning "rainbow". 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lewiston is a semi-rural locality 6 km east of Two Wells, 12 km west of Gawler and 56 km 
from the Adelaide city centre.  It has a population of approximately 2,947. 
Lewiston is an animal husbandry and crop 
farming area.  It was named by local 
residents in December 1864, in honour 
of James William Lewis, Post Master 
General of South Australia from 1861 until 
1869.  Lewis had approved a branch Post 
Office for the Lewiston district, which was 
to operate from the school house.  
 
The name Lewiston was first used when the 
branch Post Office opened on 1 February 
1865.  The first Post Mistress was Isabella 
Mitchell, wife of the school master William 
Mitchell. 
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The school opened in January 1857 and was known as the Port Gawler East school.           
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In 1866 the name of the school was changed to Lewiston. The school closed in 1944 and 
was demolished. 
 
Presently, there is a very nice children’s playground on the corner of Hayman and 
Petherick Roads.  Right next door is a dog park.  There is also a toilet block. 
 

Long Plains is divided between the Wakefield Regional Council and the Adelaide Plains 
Council. The formal boundaries were established in 1997 for the long, 

established local name with respect of the section in the 
Adelaide Plains Council; the portion in the Wakefield 
Council was added in January 2000.   It is 
approximately 73km north of Adelaide.  

   

Long Plains is on the Adelaide-Port Augusta railway 
line between Mallala and Bowmans.   From 1917 to 
1923 Long Plains was the rail terminus.  

 
The Long Plains Memorial Hall was built in 1923 and commemorates the 
lives of four local residents who died in World War I.  Long Plains School 
opened in 1883 and closed in 1973.  A former building at the school, 
added in the 1950s, is now located at the Mallala Museum.   A brass 
band was established by 1880.  
 
Long Plains Post Office opened in August 1881 and closed in 
November 1976.  It shared premises with the Long Plains Store.  
 
Long Plains Church of Christ opened in 1903, was destroyed in a severe 
bushfire in 1948, was rebuilt in 1953 and closed in 1981.  
 
The United Football Club is based at Long Plains.   The club is also home to netball and 
other sporting clubs. 
 
The Viterra wheat and barley silos were demolished in October 2022, leaving only the 
water tower to stand out above the plains.  
 

Lower Light is a township adjacent to Port Wakefield Road in South Australia’s 
lower Mid North.   The township of Port Prime was surveyed on the coast of Gulf St 
Vincent in 1880, but little remains of that town now, and it is included as part of the 
bounded locality of Lower Light.  
 
Lower Light is named for the lower Light 
River estuary into Gulf St Vincent directly 
south of the settlement.  
 
Lower Light has also been the location 
of parachuting/skydiving operations since 
1962, which operate from the George 
Quigley Airfield, located a short distance 
north of the township. 
 
A fine, well-priced ‘pub’ meal can be had the Lower Light hotel – lunch or dinner.               21. 

Mallala is a tiny wheatbelt service town which is 41 metres above sea level and has an 
annual rainfall of around 400 mm.  It is about 58 kilometres {36 miles} north of Adelaide.  
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The name is thought to be derived from the Kaurna word madlala or madlola, meaning 
"place of the ground frog". At the 2016 census, the locality had a population of 894 of 
which 733 lived in its town centre.  
 
Mallala is located within the traditional lands of the Kaurna people.  
 
The first land taken up in the district was in 1851 by Phillip Butler, under occupational 
licence.  The Butler property was called 'Mallala Station', and the town of Mallala 
developed in the vicinity.  The large runs of the pastoralists were cut up into smaller 
holdings, which sold for £1 per acre to new settlers, and created a continuous series of 
small farms.  
 
Amongst the early pioneers were Messrs John Forby, Robert & George Marshman, Samuel 
Crouch, Peter Farrelly, H.B. Moody, W. Jarmyn, Samuel Chivell, J. McCabe, John Murphy, 
W. Jury, A. Vawser, M.H. East, N.J.W. Lindsay and John Forbes. The descendants of many 
of these men and their families still live in this district.  
 
The first private subdivision, on Section 60, was called Mallala South {also known as New 
Mallala} and was later followed by private subdivisions of Section 51 and 266. These were 
referred to as the Mallala subdivisions.  Later, part section 276 and 277 were divided, and 
this subdivision was known as the Mallala Extension.   
 
Although Mallala had existed as a town for many years, it was not until 27 March 1925 that 
Mallala was approved as a subdivision name by the Nomenclature Committee.  The present 
township lies midway between the hills and the sea, fifty-eight {58km} kilometres north of 
Adelaide.   
 
An impressive War Memorial stood at the hub of an seven-road intersection {now 6 road 
junction} in the centre of the town.   Its insignia reads: 'In honour of ten men who died in 
defence of home and liberty' who were killed in Egypt, France and Palestine.  The memorial 
consists of a base made of ten granite stones in each step of the base topped with ten 
arched stones to form a hemisphere showing a map of Australia.  The hemisphere supports 
a ten-sided column the names of the ten soldiers which is topped by ten marble pillars and 
a plinth displaying the Cross of Sacrifice.  The history of the ten soldiers and the broader 
service history of the district forms a major collection at the Mallala Museum. 

A now departed industry was the East Brothers Machinery works, which for over a century 
manufactured farm equipment which was sold widely across Australia.           

aussietownd.com.au/town/mallala-sa 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaurna_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Australian_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaurna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross_of_Sacrifice


The town once had a very impressive flour mill where the townsfolk used to grind the 
locally produced wheat, but the building fell into disuse as the industry centralised. Today 
the mill is used as a museum for the local historical committee – it is a thorough historical 
account of the area and well worth a visit. 

 
The first private hospital opened at 35 Owen Road in 
1941 and closed in 1943.  Owen Road renamed 
Aerodrome Road after the Aerodrome opened.  The 
Mallala District Hospital, later Mallala Community 
Hospital opened in 1953 at 30 Aerodrome Rd and 
closed May 2015.  
 
In 1939 the Royal Australian Air Force established a 
base called RAAF Base Mallala to the north of the 

Mallala township.  The base was originally used for 
advanced training for RAAF pilots.  The base was subsequently closed in May 1960 and the 
land was sold at auction in early 1961.   Later that year the then 3.38 km {2.1 miles} Mallala 
Race Circuit opened on 19 August 1961, and less than two months later was the chosen site 
for the 1961 Australian Grand Prix.  The circuit, now totalling 2.601 km {1.616 miles}, has 
also hosted rounds of the Australian Touring Car 
Championship, the V8 Supercar Development 
Series as well as the Australian Drivers' 
Championship.  Mallala Motor Sport Park, as the 
circuit is now known, is also used by the South 
Australian Police for driver training and 

assessment, and hosts the All Historic 
Mallala event, held in April each year. Mallala 
Equestrian Centre is an international standard equestrian 
centre east of the township and is the venue for national show jumping and related event 
competitions.  
 

 

Middle Beach is reached along Middle Beach Road.  It is a small town, about 40 
kilometres {25 miles} northwest of the Adelaide city centre.  It is located in the Adelaide 
Plains Council. 
 
Middle Beach is notable for its samphire swamplands and fishing in the mangroves.  A boat 
ramp and small creek are located at the southern end of the shell-grit beach. 

 
The 1.2 km long beach is almost encased in 
mangroves.  Only the southern section at the 
mouth of the small Salt Creek is free of 
mangroves and is used for boat launching at 
high tide.   
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There is a row of fishing shacks along the low 
shelly beach, most facing into the 
mangroves, with a camping area at the 
northern end of the shacks. 
 
This section of coast is only used by the 
fishers who use a variety of boats and 
elevated vehicles to fish the creeks, tidal flats 
and gulf. The entire shore is unsuitable for 
swimming except at high tide, and there is no 
surf. 
 
The majority of residents {66.1%} are of 
Australian birth, with other common census 
responses being England {4.6%} 
and Netherlands {3.0%}. 

 

Parham {also known as Port Parham} is a town located on the eastern coastline 
of Gulf St Vincent about 63 kilometres {39 miles} north-northwest of the state capital and 
about 23 kilometres {14 miles} west of the municipal seat of Mallala.  
 
Parham was proclaimed as a government town on 7 July 1876 with its boundaries being 
extended on 24 January 1980.  The boundaries for the locality of same name and which 
includes the extent of the government town were proclaimed on 5 June 1997.   It is reported 
as being named after John Pocock Parham, an early settler who arrived in South Australia 
in 1839.  It was also historically known locally as Dublin Beach.   It was known as the 
Dublin landing place as early as 1871, with shipping recorded from 1870s.  Prior to the 
Government Town and well before the railway reaching Calomba and Long Plains, Parham 
was the site of a major port for shipping grain to Port Adelaide from the Northern Adelaide 
Plains.  

 
Today, Parham is a holiday and recreational 
fishing settlement, famous for blue swimmer 
crabs.   In the past it was a port for Ketches 
shipping grain and for shell grit.  
 
Almost all houses and shacks in Port Parham have 
a homemade contraption peering over the fence in 

their yard.  These are called 'Jinkers'.  At Parham   
                {and Thompson Beach} the tide goes out for over a 
mile.  A Jinker is used to tow a boat out into the water, the Jinker stays in the water as the 
tide rises, up to 2 metres.  After fishing, the boat returns to the Jinker and is towed back to 
Shore again.  It’s the Port Parham equivalent of a boat tractor. 
 
The vehicles are road registered as "Special Purpose Vehicles" under the category "Boat 
Retrieval Vehicle" in South Australia and have restrictions on speed {max 25kph} and 
passenger carrying capability. The Jinker’s motor, differentials, driver’s seat and steering 
wheel are raised up high from the chassis so that they are kept out of water. 
 
There are approximately 100 Parham Jinkers, and no 2 are the identical. 
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The first Port Parham Jinker was built by Bob Collins of Collins Motors Dublin, about 1967.  
 
The first one was made up from two Vanguard car chassis with pipe welded between them.  
The top one contained motor, gear box, steering wheel, seat and back axle which was tilted 
90 degrees to connect to a back axle in the bottom chassis which had the front axle retained 
and steering was by a 28 convoluted mechanism from the top chassis.  The differential in 
the top chassis was locked by welding the planetary gears. This enabled the top brake drum 
to be used for braking. 
 
The chassis tended to rust away in the salt water environment in about 5 years. 
 
Today, most are built by building up the chassis from heavy metal sourced from surplus, I-
beams or heavy angle iron.  Parts including motors, gearboxes, back axles, front axles etc 
are sourced mainly from Australian Holdens or Fords and automatic gearboxes are 
preferred as torque slippage reduces the possibility of bogging, and the salt air can cause 
clutch plates to rust onto flywheels. The top differential is usually sourced from vehicles 
with rear drive independent rear suspension such as Datsun 1600/180/240 or late model 
Holdens.  Again, the top differential is locked and often the bottom one is as well to reduce 
the potential for bogging.  Concrete is placed in the bottom chassis to provide improved 
traction. 
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Port Gawler was named in 1867 and a government town surveyed around 1869, but was 
officially declared to have ceased to exist on 23 June 1960.  The boundaries for the modern 
locality were created for the long, established name in June 1997, incorporating both the 
former government town and the private subdivision of Milner. 

The first local government body established in the area was the District Council of Mudla 
Wirra, proclaimed in 1854.  Mudla Wirra council encompassed those parts of the Hundred 
of Port Gawler and Hundred of Grace south of the River Light as well as all of the Hundred 
of Mudla Wirra.  This included Port Gawler itself.  In 1856 those parts in the hundreds of 
Grace and Port Gawler seceded to form the District Council of Port Gawler.  In 1935 Port 
Gawler council amalgamated with Dublin and Grace councils to form the District Council 
of Mallala {initially called District Council of Light, much later called Adelaide Plains 
Council}. 
 
Port Gawler is the start of the Samphire Coast, which follows Gulf St Vincent north and 
then around to Port Clinton. 
 
The Samphire Coast is great for those interested in bird life and has the state's third and 
fourth best areas for shore birds.  It is here that the Gawler River enters Gulf St Vincent via 
a small delta and is very popular for crabbers, fishers and bird watchers with some great 
viewing spots. 
 
Port Gawler was once a booming town due to its wharf and surrounding grain areas.  
 
Today it is well known for crabbing and has the only off-road hire park for motor bikes, 
four-wheel drive vehicles and go-carts in South Australia. 
 
Just a half hour drive north of Adelaide, if you love crabs this is the perfect spot to catch 
your fill.  All you need to grab a feed of plump blue swimmers is a crab rake, crab measure, 
plastic tub and a pair of old sneakers.  The idea is to get there about an hour before low 
tide, then follow the water back in after the tide turns. 
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Port Gawler is a former port on Gulf St Vincent on the central Adelaide Plains in South 
Australia and is located 43 kilometres {27 miles} north west of Adelaide in the Adelaide 
Plains Council at the mouth of the Gawler River. 
 

Redbanks is a town in South Australia's lower Mid North.  The boundaries were formally 
established in June 1997 for "the long, established name". 
 
Redbanks is located off the Gawler to Mallala road {Redbanks Rd}, east of the bridge over 
the Light River.  It starts on Germantown Rd off Redbanks Rd.  Redbanks Post Office 
opened in November 1868 and closed in March 1971.    

 
Redbanks Wesleyan Methodist church was built in 
1867.  It closed early in the 20th century, but reopened 
before being replaced by a new Methodist 
church closer into the town in 1934.  The older 
building was demolished around 1950 and the stone 
used in the new church hall.   The new Methodist 
Church opened on 29 July 1934.  It closed in August 
1964.  

 
 

 
Reeves Plains is halfway from Gawler to Mallala. 
 
The Reeves Plains School opened in 1867 and closed in 1967.  The post office is also 
closed.   The Primitive Methodist church was built in 1873 next to the school.  It became 
a Methodist church in 1900 and closed in 1938.  When it was demolished in 1948, some of 
the material was used to extend the Redbanks church hall.  There was also a tennis club at 
Reeves Plains.  
 
Reeves Plains economy is predominantly farming and grazing.  There was a proposal in 
2017 to build the Reeves Plains Power Station on grazing land where the Moomba-Adelaide 
gas pipeline and a high voltage powerline cross the locality.  
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Thompson Beach, sometimes incorrectly referred to as Thompson’s Beach, is situated 
on the Samphire Coast in South Australia’s Gulf of St. Vincent. 
 
It’s hard to believe this idyllic location is only 70 
kilometres from Adelaide’s CBD by road as it feels like a 
world away. 
 
The town takes its name from members of the 
Thompson family who farmed in the general area from 
the late 1800’s.  Descendants of this family still live in 
the region today. 
 
The Thompson Beach of today had its beginnings in 
the 1980’s when a subdivision was created by Cape 
Investments Pty. Ltd.  The township was formalised in 1992 and 
boundaries were mapped out in 1997.  
 
The area is known for its crabbing, fishing, bird-watching, nature trails and peace and 
quiet.  It’s a great place to kick back, relax and quietly enjoy the serenity. 
 

Thompson Beach is home to the northern gateway of the Adelaide International Bird 
Sanctuary National Park {Winaityinaityi Pangkara}. 
 
An expansion of the park has seen more of the Thompson Beach area incorporated into this 
important conservation area, ensuring it remains protected for generations to come. 
 
It’s amazing how many people in Adelaide are yet to discover {or have even heard of} this 
stunning coastal area that’s practically right on their doorstep.  
 
There’s a sense of pride in the town and what real estate is available is starting to be 
snapped up more quickly; particularly on The Esplanade, which runs along the beach. 
The views from some of the homes is simply stunning. 
 
At high tide, the clear waters can lap quite close to Thompson Beach’s coastal dunes and at 
low tide a magnificent vista of tidal flats are exposed.  It can be a long way to walk out to 
the water at low tide, but what a wonderful and peaceful stroll it is; with plenty to see and 
changing with each tide.           28. 
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At the end or beginning of the day, you may be treated to one of the many spectacular 
sunsets/sunrises residents enjoy,  
particularly over the warmer months 
– nature really puts on an amazing 
light show. 
 
There are many other tourism 
destinations on the Samphire 
Coast.   
 
“Samphire” refers to a native 
succulent very common in the 
region that is also known as sea 
asparagus.  While edible, the plant 
is protected in Thompson Beach and cannot  
be harvested. 
 
There are many other tourism destinations on the Samphire Coast – check them all out. 

 

The town of Two Wells is approximately 40 
kilometres {25 miles} north of the Adelaide city 
centre adjacent to Port Wakefield Road and passed 
by the Adelaide-Port Augusta railway line. The first 
settlers in the area used two aboriginal wells in the 
area as a freshwater source.   At the 2016 census, 
Two Wells had a population of 1926, but is fast 
becoming a growth area. 
 

Originally the wells were natural and permanent 
waterholes.  In the 1880s the wells were deepened and strengthened to 
facilitate regular use by travelling stock.  By 1900 a water pipeline supplied the area, and 
the wells were neglected.  In the 1960s a local youth group rehabilitated the wells and 
surrounding area, but after a time they were again neglected.  In 1979 the area was again 
rehabilitated, partly fenced, and signed as a reserve.  It continues to be maintained by 
interested locals. 

  
The boundaries of the town were officially fixed on 21 
June 1990.   
 
Two Wells is located in the federal division of Grey, the 
state electoral district of Taylor and the local 
government area of the Adelaide Plains Council.  
 
James Park Woods who was born in Two Wells in 
1886, enlisted in the Australian Imperial Forces in 1916 
and was awarded a Victoria Cross for gallantry 
during preliminary attacks on the Hindenburg Line in 
September 1918.  Woods survived the war and 
returned to a career in viticulture in Western Australia.  
There is a beautiful War Memorial Park in the main street, created and funded by the 
local RSL.  It includes a World War II tank.         
               29. 
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The Two Wells Bakery is renowned for its delicious  
pies & pasties, excellent customer service, as well 
as its magnificent pastries.   
Stop by for the best in the state. {Well, we 
think so!!} 
 
 

Webb Beach and Parham are both linked 
to the highway by the circuitous Parham 
Road.  Webb Beach is 2 km long, bordered 
by Baker Creek in the south and a smaller 
creek in the north.  It faces west and has a 
small subdivision at the northern end of the 
beach, set back from the beach.  At the beach 
there is a boat ramp, toilets and car park, fronted by 1 km wide tidal 
flats.  At Parham 1 km to the north is a slightly larger subdivision boasting a telephone, 
toilets and car park.  The beach runs north for 8 km to a small sandy foreland. 
 
This section of coast is only used by the fishers who utilise a variety of boats and elevated 
vehicles to fish the creeks, tidal flats and gulf.  The entire shore in unsuitable for swimming 
except at high tide, and there is no surf. 
 

Wild Horse Plains is on the eastern coastline of Gulf St Vincent about 69 kilometres 
{43 miles} north-northwest of the Adelaide city centre.  Its name is attributed to Thomas 
Day, who found wild horses grazing within the locality around 1870.   The boundaries, 
created in June 1997, include the town of Wild Horse Plains, established in 1881 on Port 
Wakefield Road, and the former Government Town of Lorne.  Port Lorne Road marks most 
of the northern boundary of Wild Horse Plains and is the access road to the former 
township of Lorne.  
 
Wild Horse Plains lies within the federal Division of 
Grey, the state electoral district of Narungga  and the 
local government area of the Adelaide Plains Council.  
The post office opened in 1878, continued as a 
telephone exchange and closed in 1979.   
 
Wild Horse Plains formally had a school for all ages 
known as Wild Horse Plains School. 
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Windsor is on the northern Adelaide Plains adjacent to Port Wakefield Road, 34 km 

southeast of Port Wakefield.  The township is largely bypassed by Port Wakefield Road. 
 
The township was a private subdivision by George Baker c.1876.   By 1876 there was a store 
and by 1878 there was a school and Primitive Methodist Church, now Uniting Church 
which held its last service on 25 October 2020.  
 
In 1884 the Windsor Institute was built, and has served the community as a hall and 
library for over 130 years.   
 
The town had an oval with concrete cricket pitch opposite the school and tennis courts, on 
Windsor Road.  The oval, established by 1883 and used by the Windsor Cricket Club, was 
also used until the 1960s by the school.  The football club joined with Wild Horse Plains to 
become United in 1921.  The school and local football team colours were double blue.  The 
tennis club commenced in 1880s.  
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A post office {1877-1982} and store {1877-1985} operated from 1877 closing after the 
township was bypassed by Port Wakefield 
Road.  The Windsor School closed in 1971.  
 
The district was part of sheep grazing leases from 
the mid nineteenth century.  George Baker took 
up the land in the area in 1860.  After the 
district was surveyed and sold, settlers 
established mixed farms.  This continued until 
the 1970s with mixed farming, growing grain, 
lambs, pigs, eggs, poultry and cream.  In the 
early days grain was taken to Parham for 
dispatch to Adelaide.   
 
There used to be a "Windsor Separator" brand of 
butter.  The press is retained by Clark family members. 
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APPENDIX.    
 
 

Community Information 
 

CHURCH      
ANGLICAN CHURCH SERVICES 
St Peter's Mallala 
 1st Sunday of the month 
 10.00am - 3 March, 7 April, 5 May 
St Paul's Two Wells 
 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 
 Sundays of the month - 10.00am  
 Phone: 0427 616 301 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
St Malachy Mallala 
 1st & 4th Sundays – 10.30am 
 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays – 8.30am 
St Joseph’s Two Wells 
 8.30am every Sunday 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Two Wells Preaching Place 
 Contact 8281 2976 

UNITING CHURCH 
Mallala Uniting Church 

Pre-worship coffee 9.30 am 
 
 

COUNCIL 
Office - Mallala 
Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm {except 
  Public Holidays} 
2a Wasleys Road, Mallala SA 5502 
 Postal: PO Box 18, Mallala SA 5502 
 Phone: 8527 0200 
 Fax: 8527 2242 
 Email - info@apc.sa.gov.au 
Two Wells Service Centre 
 Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm {except  
 Public Holidays} 
 69 Old Port Wakefield Road, T.W.  
        Phone: 8527 0200 
 
 

DENTIST 
Two Wells Family Dental 
Phone: 8318 1100 
 

EMERGENCY - 000 
Ambulance - 85272144 
CFS – 8527 2526 
Police – 8527 2065                                           
 
 

34. 

MEDICAL 
Mallala Doctors – 8527 2200 
Two Wells – 8520 2411 
 

PHARMACY 
Dublin – 8529 2181 
Mallala – 8527 2390 
Two Wells – 8520 2911 
 
 

POST OFFICE 
Mallala – 8527 2125 
Two Wells – 131 318 / 8520 3735 
 
 

SCHOOL 
Mallala – 8527 2240 
Two Wells – 8520 2277 
Xavier College – 8520 4100 

 
SERVICE GROUPS 
Mallala Lions – 0412 198 409 
Mallala RSL – 0422 968 452 
 
 

VET 
Lewiston - Noahs Crossing – 8524 2260 
Two Wells - Adelaide Plains Vet –  

8520 3600 
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ON THE PERIPHERAL 
 

Lying on the peripheral of the Adelaide Plains Council area but still on the plains are 
several very interesting, quickly expanding developments and/or quaint townships.  To the 
south of Two Wells, stretching along the Gawler River {on the ’wrong’ side of the river} lie 
Angle Vale, Riverlea and Virginia – three sprawling & spreading townships with heaps to 
offer.  And to the east of the ‘border’ are Hamley Bridge and Owen. 
 
 

ANGLE VALE emerged organically as settlers occupied land along the Gawler River. 
 
It is a semi-rural town on the Adelaide Plains between Gawler and Virginia in South 
Australia. Steadily it is being surrounded by Adelaide's suburban sprawl.  Close to many 
vineyards, farms and market gardens, due to its Mediterranean climate, it is home to 
Virgara Wines, which has a cellar door on Heaslip Road, just down from the shopping 
centre.  This centre has a Drakes supermarket, pharmacy, butcher, hairdresser and several 
eateries and take-away shops. 
 
Angle Vale is also home to many fine cafes and restaurants including Sneaky’s, Angle Vale 
Tavern and Soul Brew Café – all serving excellent food choices. 
 

Sneaky's Restaurant is Adelaide's 
bespoke winery venue, serving 

quality Italian cuisine featuring 
South Australia's finest produce.  
Located amongst the shaded 
gardens and vineyards at 
the Virgara Wines winery, this 
venue stuns with its multiple 
rooms which each have their 

own design flair.  Authentic 
Italian cuisine is served in a 

very friendly professional 
manner.   

 
The town has three schools, including Trinity College's Gawler River campus {R-10}, Angle 
Vale Primary School {R-6}and Riverbanks College {R-12}.   
 
Unusually though Angle Vale does not have a town centre/square or community centre. 
 
The historic Angle Vale Bridge, which crosses the Gawler River, holds a place on both the 
state heritage register and the register of national estate, designed by C.F.G Ashwin of the 
Central Roads Board, construction on the bridge commenced in 1876. A substantial span of 
85 feet was necessary to ensure the waterway remained unobstructed, completed in 
November 1876 after nine months of construction, the bridge served its purpose until 1966 
when a new bridge was built adjacent to the original structure, restoration efforts for the 
original bridge were initiated in 1988 as part of a Bicentennial project, only the remnants 
of the bridge's foundation serve as a reminder of its historical significance. 
 

 

Anna CTM White  
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RIVERLEA is the new heart of Adelaide’s 
north. It is founded on exceptional quality and 
thoughtful design – transforming the North West 
of Adelaide into a thriving region. 
 
A vibrant neighbourhood, abundant in nature 
and the best urban amenities.  It was created by 
excluding part of the suburb of Buckland Park in 
February 2022.  The northern boundary of 
Riverlea Park is the Gawler River, and its eastern 
boundary is Port Wakefield Road. 
 
Riverlea contains a large urban housing estate 
developed by Walker Corporation.  The main 
entrance is controlled by a new set of traffic 
lights installed on Port Wakefield Road.   
 
This thriving new area, although situated in the Adelaide Plains is actually part of Playford 
Council and with its close proximity to the new Expressway is only a short 30 minutes from 
the CBD. 
 

VIRGINIA is now a suburb on the rural outskirts of Adelaide. Port 
Wakefield Rd, the main highway taking traffic to the north of 

Adelaide, passes through the area and used to pass straight 
through Virginia.  Market gardening is the main activity here. 
 
Virginia was first surveyed and established by Daniel Brady 
{born 1797, died 1889}, a wealthy Irish settler who had arrived 
in South Australia on the barque, DIADEM, in 1840 with his 
wife, Rose. 
 
Many of the early settlers to the Virginia district came from the 

British Isles and amongst them the Irish escaping the Great 
Famine.  Virginia became well known as an Irish settlement.  

Early settlers worked long and hard hours to clear thick bushland 
in the area. Initially wheat was one of the major crops planted at 

Virginia until Adelaide required large amounts of hay to feed the 
increasing number of horses being used for transportation.  Before the 

railway line to Virginia was opened in 1916 people would travel through on the Cobb and 
Co Stage Coach as Virginia was a staging point.  This journey to Adelaide would take all 
day. 
 
Virginia, South Australia, is a significant centre for market gardening in the Adelaide 
region.   Market gardening became quite popular once the Italian and Greek immigrants 
flocked in after World War 11.  More recently Asian migrants and refugees have built quite 
substantial market gardening propeties. The area, located on the Northern Adelaide Plains, 
has developed into a major horticulture district due to factors like good soils, underground 
water for irrigation, and proximity to Adelaide markets. A wide variety of vegetables are 
grown, including potatoes, onions, carrots, and more.  
 

Anna CTM White  
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The Northern Adelaide Plains, including the suburbs of Angle Vale and Virginia, is 
perfectly positioned to become a global leader in intensive food production. 
The maturity of the industry, the proximity to markets and the natural growing conditions 
provide competitive advantages that have enabled the region to develop the largest covered 
cropping area in Australia.  This zone generates over one-third of South Australia’s 
horticulture production, approximately 170,000 tonnes of fresh produce, valued at over 
$340 million per year. 
 
Virginia continued to develop and by 1858 a small shop and a post office were in operation 
with Virginia Post Office having opened around October 1856.  Our Lady of the Assumption 
Catholic Church was built in 1861 on land donated by Daniel Brady and is National Trust 
listed.   
 
The Wheatsheaf Hotel served the township well 
for many years, before being demolished and 
replaced by the V Hotel, which sports a 
Sports’ Bar and Restaurant, serving very nice 
meals.  
 
Virginia is home to the Adelaide International 
Raceway, a 2.41-kilometre-long road racing circuit 
which opened in 1972 and incorporates an internationally  
recognised drag racing strip and a 1⁄2-mile {805 metres) slightly banked paved oval 
speedway as part of the main circuit.  It is also home to the 430 metres Speedway City, 
Adelaide's main Dirt track racing car speedway which is located adjacent to the Raceway 
and was opened on 2 November 1979.  Both AIR and Speedway City are located 
approximately 3 km south of the Virginia township. 
 

HAMLEY BRIDGE is known as ‘the town of 
bridges’, nestled between two rivers {Gilbert 
and Light Rivers} with beautiful valley views 
from its outskirts.  If you follow the signs to 
the main street there is an old-style 
General Store with plenty of character 
ready for you to pay a visit.  

Named by the government of the day, in 
honour of the Acting Governor of South 
Australia Lieutenant-Colonel Francis 
Gilbert Hamley, whose wife, Lady Edith 
Hamley laid the foundation stone of the 
River Light Railway Bridge on 25 July 1868. 
This bridge carries the Peterborough railway 
line over the Light River. 
 
Other settlements in the area had commenced in the 
early 1860s, and it was not until 1868 that the junction of  
the two rivers came under notice as a possible site for a township. 
 
There is a great hotel here with friendly atmosphere, great service and regular type pub 
meals. 
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OWEN is a rural community in the heart of the Adelaide Plains. It is only 46 metres above 
sea-level and receives a reliable 416 mm of rain annually.  First settled in about 1865, it is 
about 80 km north of Adelaide and is approximately 40 minutes by road to the nearest 
main regional centre of Gawler. 
 
Owen was gazetted as a town on 1 May 1879 in conjunction with the construction of 
the Balaklava railway line between Hamley Bridge and Balaklava.  There was a second 
railway siding about 4 kilometres northwest of the Government Town of Owen 
named Woods. The small village by this station is now considered to be part of Owen.  At 
the 2016 census, Owen had a population of 261 in the town and 511 including the 
surrounding farmland.  

 

Owen has a community Church, post office, bowling club, Country Fire Service {CFS} 
station, primary school, public swimming pool, hotel, children's playground and a golf 
course.  Additionally, you could immerse yourself in creativity at HEART of the Plains Craft 
Shop! 
 
The countryside surrounding Owen was once largely given over to sheep and cattle grazing. 
However, since the early 1990s the area has become better known for cropping {wheat, 
barley, canola, beans and, more recently, olives}. 
 
Owen's local newspaper is the Plains Producer, founded in 1903 and published in 
Balaklava.  Having been in production for over 120years, it is now a widely read newspaper 
throughout the Adelaide Plains. 
 
Steele Hall, a former premier of South Australia and then federal politician came from 
Owen, as did Pru Goward, long-serving Australian Federal Government Commissioner for 
Sex Discrimination, came from Owen. 
 

 ‘Wheat Bags to Sand Bags’ is a powerful artwork that 
captures a significant moment in rural Australia’s 

history at the outbreak of the First World War. This 
poignant mural represents a small yet crucial 

chapter in the nation’s story. 
 
Australia had only recently become a federation 
in 1901, and in 1914, when the war began, young 
men and women from the rural districts were 
called to serve. At great personal and 
community cost, farmers and farm labourers 
from this area traded their wheat fields for the 
battlefields of Europe. This artwork stands as a 
tribute to their sacrifices. 

 
The mural was fittingly completed around 

ANZAC Day in 2021, with Owen Community 
Centre Silo Art Committee member Nick Smyth 

explaining that the piece pays homage to the region’s 
agricultural roots and military history. It also serves as 

a solemn tribute to the servicemen and women from the 
area who made the ultimate sacrifice during World War I. 

facebook.com/abcadelaide/photo
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Balaklava 
 

The town of Balaklava {population approximately 
2048}, is located 92 kilometres north of Adelaide in 
the Mid North region.  It is on the south bank of 
the Wakefield River, 25 km east of Port Wakefield 
and is 35.6km north from Mallala. 
 
Balaklava is famous for its race course and home to 
the over 100 year old Balaklava Cup held every 
August or September, the largest country race in 
South Australia. 
 
Balaklava is one of the main agricultural townships 
in this area, with the state rail network connecting 
grain silos from Balaklava, Owen, Nantawarra, and  
Long Plains to Adelaide.  Grain oriented industries, eg Agfert, transport companies eg 
McArdle Transport etc abound here. 
 
Balaklava is an attractive rural service town defined by its impressive wheat silos and grain 
loading facilities.  It is characterised by rows of pine trees and a number of interesting, old 
buildings.  In summer, when the rainfall drops to nearly zero and the temperature rises, 
the town is surrounded by the dry marginal landscape of the Mid North.  It experiences 391 
mm rainfall per year.  It is characterised by a large number of old style sandstone houses 
and the distinctive curio of an elaborate 'Keep Left' sign in the centre of town.   
 
The town is well equipped and a great place to stock up on supplies.  Accommodation 
options include a caravan park, hotels and several bed and breakfast properties. 

 
This township is home to three wonderful schools – Balaklava 

Primary School, Balaklava High School and Horizon 
Christian School {R-12}. 
 
In 1849, Balaklava began as a stopping point for Bullock 
Trains, which traversed the Gulf Road from the Burra 

copper mines to Port Wakefield.  In 1870 the first large grain 
stores were built by an 

Adelaide Grain 
Merchant, Charles Fisher, opening up the 
area to farmers. The town was 
surveyed in 1877 and named after the 
Battle of Balaklava in the Crimean 
War. 
 
A little south east of town is The 
Rocks Reserve, a unique formation 
of rock carved naturally by the River 
Wakefield.  Enjoy the flora and fauna 
throughout the reserve and its walking 
trails.  
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ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #1 – 
Memorials + 

 

Pull on your comfy, casual gear and head for a day of history and adventure in the 
Adelaide Plains: 
 

▪ Stop at the most delicious bakery this side of the Black Stump, the Two Wells 
Bakery, where you can pick up a sensuous expresso coffee and a scrumptious 
fruit scone 
 

▪ Wander across to the War Memorial, sit on one of the magnificent benches 
under the shade of a beautiful tree or explore the World War 11 tank 

 

▪ Hop back in your vehicle, cruise through Korunye and past pastures a plenty 
on your straight {and I mean straight} way to Mallalla 

 

▪ Over the railway line look out for the War Memorial Cemetery {a tribute to 
those who have served} 

   

▪ Back on the road again, past more flat agricultural land and it’s not long into 
the township again itself       

 

▪ Immediately on your left at the 6-way intrepid intersection is the Mallala 
Museum, a real treasure trove and tribute to everything historical on the plains 
– a must see.  You definitely need to sticky nose this place 

 

▪ However, before you do, you may want to stop for a revive and a refreshment – 
YUM - at the Mallala Café, just a stone’s throw from the Museum 

 

▪ So much to see and do here – from the World War 1 memorial, to the Mallala 
Motorsports Park, once home to the RAAF base {later moved to Edinburgh} 

 

▪ Then mosey on east down to Dublin – the Lion’s Memorial Park is a nice clean, 
spacious park, equipped with shelter, BBQ and toilets – visited by many a 
traveller every day 

 

▪ Food at the Dublin General Store and/or Sharone’s Cakes and Supplies is 
tasty, well made and delicious, however if you’re in need of something more 
sustainable the newly renovated Dublin Hotel is the place to be 
 

▪ Fancy a little crabbing to complete your Adelaide Plains historical adventure, 
you’re only a hop, skip and a jump from Thompson Beach, Parham or Webb 
Beach – all you need is a net 

 

▪ After a few hours chasing those crabs in the ocean’s salty water a good 
sumptuous pub meal can be had at the Lower Light Hotel 

 

Then safely head back home down the Port Wakefield Road – hoping 
you enjoyed your historical adventure.  

 

Please come back our way for more exciting adventures –  
there’s plenty more to see! 



 
ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #2 – 

History + 
 

Put on your comfy gear, pack your sense of adventure, and get ready for a day of 
discovery in the beautiful Adelaide Plains. From rich history to delicious food and 
coastal escapes, here’s your ultimate guide: 
 
1. Start Your Day in Two Wells 
Begin your journey with a visit to the iconic Two Wells Bakery. Treat yourself to a 
rich, sensuous espresso coffee paired with a freshly baked fruit scone that will melt 
in your mouth—because you deserve it! 
 
Once fuelled up, take a leisurely stroll across the road to the Two Wells War 
Memorial, where you can relax on one of the shaded benches under a stunning tree 
canopy. Marvel at the World War II tank—a perfect spot for reflection and 
photographs. 
 
2. Onward to Mallala 
Hop back in your car and take the scenic route through Korunye, enjoying the vast, 
open plains and pastoral landscapes. The drive is straight {and we mean very 
straight}, offering uninterrupted views of agricultural land. 
 
As you approach Mallala, cross the railway line and keep an eye out for the War 
Memorial Cemetery, a heartfelt tribute to those who have served our nation. 
 
Once in Mallala, your first stop should be the Mallala Museum, located at the 
town’s iconic six-way intersection. This treasure trove of history offers a glimpse into 
the heritage of the Adelaide Plains, with exhibits covering everything from early 
settler life to motorsport history. It’s a must-see for history buffs! 
 
Need a break? Head over to the nearby Mallala Café for a refreshing drink and a 
tasty bite before continuing your exploration. 
Don’t miss the World War I Memorial and the Mallala Motorsports Park, 
once a hub of racing excitement and now a nostalgic site for motorsport enthusiasts. 
 
3. Head East to Dublin 
Next, cruise east to the charming town of Dublin. Stretch your legs at the Lion’s 
Memorial Park, a well-maintained space with BBQ facilities, clean amenities, and 
ample shelter—perfect for picnics or just relaxing. 
 
Hungry? Stop by the Dublin General Store or Sharone’s Cakes and Supplies 
for delicious, freshly made treats. If you’re craving something heartier, the newly 
renovated Dublin Hotel is the ideal spot for a satisfying meal with a friendly local 
atmosphere. 
 
 
 



 
4. Coastal Adventure Awaits 
Feeling adventurous? Just a short drive away are the coastal gems of Thompson 
Beach, Parham, and Webb Beach. These spots are perfect for crabbing—just 
bring a net and enjoy the thrill of catching your own fresh blue swimmer crabs. 
 
After a few hours of fun in the ocean’s salty waters, treat yourself to a hearty pub 
meal at the Lower Light Hotel, the perfect way to cap off your seaside adventure. 
 
5. Homeward Bound 
As your day winds down, head safely back home via Port Wakefield Road, taking 
with you memories of a day filled with history, delicious food, and outdoor fun. 
 

More to Explore 
 

The Adelaide Plains is brimming with hidden gems and adventures 
waiting to be discovered.  

 
Come back soon 

 and uncover more treasures—there’s always something new to see, taste, 
and experience in this incredible region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #3 – 
What Not 

 
Embark on a journey through history, delicious food, and stunning 
landscapes in the heart of the Adelaide Plains! 
 
1. Start Your Day in Two Wells 
Kick off your adventure with a visit to the famous Two Wells Bakery, renowned as 
the most delicious bakery this side of the Black Stump! Treat yourself to a velvety 
espresso coffee and a freshly baked, golden fruit scone—absolute perfection to start 
your morning. 
 
Stroll across to the Two Wells War Memorial, where you can relax on one of the 
beautiful benches shaded by magnificent trees. Take a moment to admire the World 
War II tank on display, a tribute to history and those who served. 
 
2. Drive Through Korunye to Mallala 
Hop back in your vehicle and cruise through the charming hamlet of Korunye, 
surrounded by lush pastures. Enjoy the quintessential rural scenery as you travel 
down some of the straightest roads you’ll ever see, leading you to the historic town of 
Mallala. 
 
Before reaching the town, keep an eye out for the War Memorial Cemetery, a 
serene site honouring the lives and sacrifices of servicemen and women. 
 
3. Explore the Treasures of Mallala 
Upon arriving in Mallala, take note of the iconic 6-way intersection—a landmark 
in itself. Right there, you’ll find the Mallala Museum, a true treasure trove packed 
with fascinating exhibits showcasing the rich history of the Adelaide Plains. This 
museum is a must-visit for anyone with a curious mind and a love of history. 
 
Before diving into the museum, stop by the Mallala Café for a quick refreshment. 
From piping hot coffee to hearty snacks, this spot has everything to recharge your 
energy. 
 
Other attractions in Mallala include: 

• The World War I Memorial, a striking tribute to the heroes of the past. 
• The Mallala Motorsport Park, steeped in racing history and once home to 

thrilling motorsport events. 
 

4. Head East to Dublin 
Next, make your way to Dublin, a small town with big charm. Stop by the Lion’s 
Memorial Park, a spacious and well-maintained area perfect for families and 
travelers. The park features picnic shelters, BBQ facilities, and clean toilets—a great 
spot to stretch your legs. 
 
 



Foodies won’t want to miss the culinary delights at the Dublin General Store or 
Sharone’s Cakes and Supplies, both offering delicious homemade treats. If 
you're craving a hearty meal, the newly renovated Dublin Hotel serves up a 
fantastic menu in a welcoming atmosphere. 
 
5. Venture to the Coast: Crabbing Adventures 
For a touch of adventure, head to the coast and try your hand at crabbing! 
Thompson Beach, Parham, and Webb Beach are just a short drive away. Bring 
a net and enjoy hours of fun chasing blue swimmer crabs in the ocean’s salty waters. 
Don’t forget your sunscreen and a cooler to keep your catch fresh! 
 
6. End Your Day with a Pub Meal 
After your crabbing escapades, wrap up your day with a satisfying pub meal at the 
Lower Light Hotel, a local favourite known for its hearty fare and friendly service. 
 
7. Return Home via Port Wakefield Road 
As your adventure winds down, take the scenic drive back home along Port 
Wakefield Road, reflecting on a day filled with history, delicious food, and 
unforgettable experiences. 
 

More to Explore 
 

The Adelaide Plains has even more treasures waiting to be discovered. 
Whether it’s the stunning sunsets, vibrant birdlife in the Adelaide 

International Bird Sanctuary, or annual events like photo competitions 
and Twinkling Lights, there’s always something new to explore. 

 
We hope you enjoyed your journey today and look forward to welcoming 

you back for more exciting adventures.  
 

See you soon! 
 
  



ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #4 – 
Kids’ Day Out 

 
1. Begin your day in Dublin 

Drive up the Port Wakefield Road to Dublin, turn up the road towards 
Thompson Beach and you’ll quickly come to the Dublin Cricket Ground where 
there is a small, shaded playground.  The children will have a blast swinging, 
slipping and sliding on all manner of equipment, without parents having to 
worry about sunscreen.   When the kids have had their fill of running and 
chasing around, head back to the main street to Sharone’s Cake Supplies & Café 
for some refreshments – anything from milkshakes, sodas and cakes or some 
breakfast.  All delicious and appetising. 

 
2. Next Parham - For a bit of interest, education and a quieter thing to do, drive 

to Parham and have a goosey, goosey gander at the Jinkers.  A jinker is the 
solution to the thorny problem of a very flat, long seabed.  It’s an unusual vehicle 
specifically designed for launching boats on this weird bit of coastline.  Jinkers 
are designed for towing boats into the water and nothing else. They keep the 
engine high and dry, and the driver to boot. They are typically homebuilt 
contraptions, of which less than 100 have likely ever been built. 
 

3. Head further up towards Barabba and visit the Rockies Reserve.    On 
Kain Road, Barabba it is set along the Light River and is a peaceful, beautifully 
shaded reserve and is an excellent spot for all the family to explore, checking out 
the native flora and fauna. There is shelter, toilets and quiet little spots to picnic.  

 
4. Mallala Skate Park is for the older more adventurous young ones.  

Situated at the Mallala Oval there is a skate ramp for those who brought their 
skateboard.  There is also a playground, tucked away by the RSL complex – lots 
to wear out the little tackers. 

 
5. By now all will be very hungry having sight-seen, studied and surveyed loads of 

energy-absorbing venues.  So why not stop off at the Mallala Café for one of 
their infamously delicious pizzas or delectable burgers. 
 
Besides the delicious food the atmosphere and service are always friendly. 
 

6. Take the turn-off to Two Wells – be mindful at the 6-way intersection!!  It’s 
a real think, look and think again type of place. As you come near the actual 
township, turn right at the roundabout and head into Liberty Estate and you will 
quickly sight the Freedom Park playground.  Lots of fun for all ages here and as 
parents you will love the facilities, with two BBQ areas {both undercover} and 
toilets. The kids will love the table tennis, water and sand play, a ripping tube 
side slide and tower and a whole lot of nature play.  What a way to ensure your 
children are really exhausted and will sleep well tonight. 
 
 
 



7. As you head into the main street of Two Wells, Risa’s Kitchen on you left, is a 
great spot to organise your dinner for the evening – after a long day of touring 
and adventuring with your family preparing dinner would not be on your must 
do list.  So why not order something amazingly delectable from Risa’s Kitchen – 
from the most superb Asian courses to mouth-watering pizzas to app-etising fish 
& chips.  YUM YUM YUMMY and what’s more no saucepans or mess to clean 
up.  Another delectable oriental meal can be ordered at KL Saigon a delicious 
Vietnamese Restaurant in the main street.  Also, delicious meals can be found at 
Phyre, Indian Spices or the Two Wells Tavern. 

  
8. Toilets – state of the art toilets are across the road at the Village Green if 

needed.  Wash up, clean up and finish up!! 
 

9. The last stop on your kids’ day out - The War Memorial Military Tank, 
situated at the War Memorial in the main street of Two Wells is a must see and 
investigate for the kids – they sure do love to climb up and all over it.   

 

Plenty more to See and Do  
on the Adelaide Plains – check out the council website and  

the Plains Community Group website too, 
 for more ideas and events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #5 –  
Adrenaline Adventures 

 
Before you begin this adrenaline adventured 24 hours, you’ll need a hearty breakfast 
to fuel your body and have enough energy to attack the entire day with gusto.  Start 
at the Mallala Café for a hearty breakfast of fried eggs, bacon, sausage, 
mushrooms, baked beans, tomatoes and scrumptious slices of bread – uummm I can 
smell it now – YUM. 
 
Mallala Motorsports Park – Go-Karting 
Then head up Aerodrome Road to the Mallala Kartdrome, South Australia's premier 
karting destination. It offers an invigorating and spine-tingling experience for racing 
enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels. 
 
Located just an hour north of Adelaide, this state-of-the-art facility features a 
professionally designed track that promises high-speed thrills, technical challenges, 
and plenty of fun. 
 
Whether you're a seasoned racer chasing lap records or a first-timer looking for an 
unforgettable day out, Mallala Kartdrome has you covered with quality karts, expert 
staff, and a welcoming atmosphere. {Perfect for group events, corporate team-
building, or casual weekend fun}.  Mallala Kartdrome delivers the ultimate karting 
adventure. Rev up your excitement—your racing challenge awaits! 
 
Webb Beach 
Head on down the Highway to Webb Beach or Parham for a sprint - Run with your 
dog along the Webb Beach {or riding your horse}- it’s exhilarating and refreshing all 
at the same time. 
 
Venture to the Coast: Crabbing Adventures 
For a touch of adventure, head to the coast and try your hand at crabbing! 
Thompson Beach, Parham, and Webb Beach are just a short drive away. Bring 
a net and enjoy hours of fun chasing blue swimmer crabs in the ocean’s salty waters. 
Don’t forget your sunscreen and a cooler to keep your catch fresh! 
 
Skydiving at Lower Light 
Now why would anyone willingly jump out of a perfecty good plane??   It is totally 
beyond me!!??    
 
However, if you are so inclined, have a passion for adventure and a desire for thrill, 
then jump into that quest at the Adelaide Skydiving Centre, Lower Light, it’s waiting 
for you.  This group offer the most exhilarating, skydiving experience near Adelaide.  
There are options for tandem skydiving, experienced skydivers and skydiving 
instruction for adventure seekers, from beginner to expert. So, come on down or is 
that up??!! 
 
 
 



Dublin Hotel or the Lower Light Pub 
After all that excitement and stimulation you would have notched up quite the 
appetite.  You have a choice of two nearby country pubs to choose from - Dublin 
Hotel {newly refurbished} or the Lower Light Pub.  Both very respectable, 
sumptuous meals at reasonable prices in a friendly, hospitable atmosphere.  You will 
definitely enjoy this, at the end of the day.  Plus you would also be able to purchase a 
glass of wine or beer to calm those exhausted nerves, while you plan your next 
exploration of the Plains. 
 
 

AGAIN 

Feel the adrenaline surge as you explore the Adelaide Plains,                 
where every corner bursts with hidden thrills!  From jaw-dropping 

sunsets while blue swimmer crabbing, and the electrifying thrill of towing 
your boat out behind a Jinker, exploring birdlife at the Adelaide 
International Bird Sanctuary to annual events like high-octane 

motorsports, classic cars and the dazzling Twinkling Lights and Christmas 
Carnivals, there’s always a new rush waiting around the bend. 

We hope your heart’s still pounding from today’s adventure—come back 
soon for even more pulse-pounding escapades.  

See you on the wild side! 

 
 
 
  



ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #6 –  
Creative Cruising 

 
Get your creative juices flowing on the Plains and see what you only can see, 
use your imagination and do what you think you can, be resourceful, collect 
imaginable treasures, be innovative, impart to others your hidden talents and share 
your insights. 
 

1. First stop on this creatively, inspiring trip is Wildman Farm  
Head to Two Wells and take the Two Wells/Gawler Road until you get to 
Germantown Road, turn left and head towards Redbanks.  When you get to the 
five-way intersection, take Conrad left and you’ll not be long before you find 
the rustic paradise called Wildman Farm – a serene and intimate venue 
nestled in the scenic Adelaide Plains, surrounded by picturesque farmlands. 
Here is your chance to learn a beautiful, hands-on craft in a stunning setting, 
so keep an eye out for anything that interests you. 
 

2. Head back to Germantown Road, turn left to Redbanks and the Rustic & 
Found Art Installation, right on the road. Some definitely interesting and 
unusual, unique pieces of art here for sure.  Well worth stopping and having a 
look. 
 

3. Hop back in your car and head to the Gawler/Mallala Road, turn left again and 
you’ll be in Mallala in no time.  Time for a coffee – right near the odd corner, 
next to the IGA is the Mallala Café for a really delicious barista made coffee. 
 

4. Cynthia’s Ark – a beautiful quilting shop filled with gorgeous materials, 
notions, sewing accessories to stimulate and arouse any would-be sewing 
enthusiast.  Cynthia is a lovely lady who will bend over backwards to help you 
cultivate your design and help bring it to life.  This material shop is open 
Thursday 9-12, Fridays 9-4, Saturdays & Sundays 10-3 . 
 

5. Take a side trip to one of the coastal towns and beaches to pick up some 
dynamic driftwood for your next debris design or focus on the kaleidoscope of 
colour and photograph to your heart’s content. 
 

6. Take the Dublin Road to the Port Wakefield Road and go towards Two Wells.  
Not far out of the town you will come across the last surviving 
environmental sculpture protesting the IWS dump – the Environmental 
Observer, created by Stephen Jones.   It’s on your right-hand side – quite the 
sight indeed. 
 

7. The Two Wells Statues can be viewed by the actual two wells.  Turn into the 
main street and then take the second road {Wells Raod} right.  The wells are 
surrounded by agrestic statues of native animals, indigenous people and old 
rural farming implements. 
 
 



8. Depending on the time of year – normally August there is SALA {South 
Australian Living Arts}.  All over the Plains you will be able to view 
extraordinary works of art – paintings, sculptures, crafts etc made by local 
sculptors, sketchers, photograhers, weavers, quilters. 
 
Stop by the local libraries, shops, eateries, restaurants, land agents etc – 
anywhere there is a large wall or space to display these exclusive and 
exceptional pieces of ingenuity – check out the Adelaide Plains Council website 
for details 

Discover More 

There’s a wealth of hidden gems across the Adelaide Plains, just waiting to 
be uncovered.  Photographic and artistic opportunities abound - from 

breathtaking sunsets, rolling grass and cereal lands, and the lively birdlife 
at the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary, motorsports, to yearly 

highlights like artwork displays and the enchanting Twinkling Lights, 
there’s always something new on the horizon. 

We hope you found today’s journey fulfilling and can’t wait to have you 
back for more artistic adventures.  

Until next time! 

  



ADELAIDE PLAINS DRIVING TOUR #7 –  
Kris Kringle Korners 

 
What a wonderful time of the year to go touring, revelling in all the cheer and joy of 
this festive season. 
 
Aaahhh our Adelaide Plains may be dry and arid in parts at this time of the year, not 
like those northern hemisphere Christmas-scapes, but we have atmosphere 
galore…… 
 

1. Christmas begins on the Plains, at the very beginning of December 
with the Twinkling Lights competition.  Judging of displays starting on 1st 
December.  Businesses, Houses and Communities all vie to be the very best in 
their specific categories and WOW are there some tremendously dazzling and 
sparkling displays of colour and light.  There is an interactive map on the 
Plains Community Group website to guide you around the district.  A drive or 
two around the plains to capture these sights in the dark of night {8-12 
midnight} is a must-do activity.  It’s an inexpensive but delightful trip that you 
and your family will remember for years to come. 

 
2. The Launch to the Twinkling Lights occurs, usually, on the first Friday of 

December in the Two Wells Village Green.  This event including the Trails, all 
FREE, and anyone/everyone is welcome.  The typical format, beginning 
around 5.00pm, for this evening is as follows: 

▪ Twinkling Trails for children, is held along the pathway to and from the 
Village Green to the wells and back again {5-5.30pm for children with 
sensory issues & then 5.30-8.00pm} – bookings are essential to ensure 
no child misses out and is disappointed 

▪ Picnic & Shopping {until 8.30pm} Food Vans & Kris Kringle Korner 
stalls {nothing over $25.00} 

▪ Entertainment – music, face painting & various artists of many styles 
▪ Christmas Carols {8.00pm} 
▪ Announcement of Light Competition Winners {8.30pm} 
▪ Lighting of the town Christmas Tree {9.00pm} 

 
3. The Sunday following {two days later} head on up to Mallala for the FREE 

Mallala Lions’ Christmas Party at the Mallala Football Oval, which begins at 
approximately 2.00pm concluding at 7.00pm.  There will be Santa {2.15pm}, 
Food, Drinks, Entertainment, Rides {2.30pm-6.30pm} & Markets + a 
decorated Bike Competition.   
 

4. Prior to the beginning of this event there will be large games, golf and craft 
workshops in the Playground and in the RSL hall for those who have children 
with sensory sensitivities {12noon – 2.00pm} put on by the Plains Community 
Group {PCG} & the RSL.  Once again bookings are required for this earlier 
event. 

 



5. Two Wells Parade is traditionally held on the last Friday of school and held in 
the main street of Two Wells, with announcements, food vans and market 
stalls.  A very short parade goes from Wells Road to the football oval entrance. 
 

6. Christmas Music is all around at this time of the year so get into fine voice and 
join in with: 
 

• Christmas in Song in the Mallala Institute usually on the Sunday 
morning approximately two weeks before Christmas 
 

• Carols in the Carpark at the Two Wells Uniting Church on the Sunday 
evening before Christmas 

 
What a wonderful way to spend your days before Christmas –  

RELAX, REVIVE & RELISH  
the spirit of the season without spending too much time, effort or expense.   

Make memories with your children and family. 

 

here in

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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